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TALES OF NARADA 


Sage Narada symbolises unqualified devotion to Lord Vishnu, also 
known as Narayana. He is inseparable from his veena and has the 
name of Lord Narayana always on his lips. In the Puranic stories, it 
is Narada who puts the Lord's devotees to test. But when he himself 
is put to test will the celestial sage emerge victorious? 


OTHER ACK EPICS & MYTHOLOGY: 


ALSO LOOK FOR: 


BRAVEHEARTS 


INDIAN CLASSICS 


FABLES & HUMOUR 


Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 


"Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage, These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across Indio Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat~ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots. ” 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 




EPICS & 


MYTHOLOGY 


AMAR 


CHITRA 


KATHA 


Vo1520 I ?50 


THE PANDAVAS 
IN HIDING 


VISIONARIES 




ISBN 81-89999-04-4 


ns * 








































































NARAD A CONQUERS 
TEMPTATION 


* 

NARADA WAS A DEVARSH! WHO 
WAS ALWAYS TRAVELLING ROUND 
THE WORLD, OFFERING GUIDANCE 
TO THE DEVOTEES OF THE LORD. 


AFTER HAVING GAINED TRUE KNOWLEDGE FROM 


• • ♦ HE TOOK THE VOW OF 



* CELESTIAL SA6E + WSHNU 
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amar chitra katha 



IN DR A, MNG OF THE DEV AS , BECAME SU&PlClOuQ 
OF /VARADA ’5 MOTIVES . HE SPOKE TQ BR'HASPATf * 
ABOUT it . r---— 


kARAPA PR A 
austerites 


I WONDER 
WHAT HE IS 
AFTER. 


IT COULD 
BE YOUR 
THRONE. 





M/Th THIS in M/ND, JNDRA sent KQR KAMADEVA 


AT ShAlL I DO? I 
I COULD X EV1PT HIM 

WORLDLY pleasures 

MAKE h M SWERVE 

'RQ\A H 5 RATH, —^ 


KAMA, 

I NEED YOUR hElP, 
YOU MUST MAKE 
NARADA GIVE UP 

his austerities. 


TALES OF NARADA 



I «AMA CAME to the COLD, BARREN SPOT WHERE NARADA WAS SITTING , DEEP A 
MEDITATION. 


AS HE SHOT THE F/RST ARROW • • • 


. . . the scene suddenly changed * 



• • 


. AND A BEAUT/FUL APSARA* APPEARED BEFORE NARADA . 

7F~ 



yr \\i\\ 

gl */S \ iJL k . V\\\xf 


* CELESTAL damsel 
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amar chitra katha 






DISTRACTING ThE SA6E , THE A OSAR A 
lEH’ for her HEAVEN Li ABODE. L 


REAUSIN6, THAT SHE WOULD NEVER SUCCEED IN 


KAMA HAD TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
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TALES OF NARADA 



HA RADA OPENED HIS EVES 


OH, KAMA! 
WHO SENT >0U 
HE2E ? 


WHO 
9uT LOI 
INOPA? 



AND NA RAPA GLOATED OVER HIS 
ACHIEVEMENT, rr 




X 

i Must SO 

AND TEwL 5HV4 
ABCJ^ I t . >-E MUST 
MOW ACCEPT ME 45 
H*S EQUAL. 





4114 ? CnrRA KATHA ,\0.2$—$»'VA PARl AT 








































































































































amar chitra katha 



I HAVE CONQUERED 

KAMADEVA « INDRA SENT 
HIM TO TEMPT ME. Pi it 
KAMA TAILED* 



r- 


I AM 6LAD TO KNOW THAT! 
BUT KEEP THE MATTER 
TO 'OJRSElP. IN ANY 
CASE,NEVER 3RAG 
ABOUT IT TO LORO 
VISHNU! 

f y 




j * 


Shiva is jEAljOUS 

OP ME. WHY SHOULDN’T I 
SPEAl< ABOUT MV SUCCES 
TO VISHNU? VISHNU,WHO 
LOVES ME SO DEARLY* 

I AM SURE HE WILL 
BE PROUD TO HEAR 
OF MV VICTORY 
OVER KAMA. 


X I 




3 , 
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u 


* 




y 


/ 






i h 






v >. 




■ r 




'JZ/ 


*s 


tA 
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TALES OF NARADA 


hE WENT STRAIGHT TO V/SHNU’S ABODE. 




IS THAT 

SO? 


YOU WILL BE MORE 
SO, MV LORD, WHEN YOU 
LEARN THAT I,YOUR DEVOTEE, 
HAVE CONQUERED 
KAMADEVA. 





YES,MV LORD! SHIVA 
IS NO LONGER THE ONLY 
CONQUEROR OF KAMA. I 
YOUR DEVOTEE, AM 
ABOVE TEMPTATION 
X. TOO. 


But never 

CEASE TO BE ON 

YOUR guard. 

X0U NEVER 
^3^ KNOW • • • 


























































































































amar chitra katha 



WHAT'S THAT? WHAT 
A WONDERFUL CITY? I’VE 
NEVER SEEN ONE LIKE 
IT BEFORE! I MUST 
VISIT IT. 


HEARING THAT NARADTNHAD COME TO 
VISIT HIM, THE KING CAME OUT TO 
RECEIVE H/M 


WELCOME, 0 SAGE 
YOU DO US GREAT 
HONOUR. 


VHO IS THE RULER j DON’T YOU 
OF THIS BIG AND y KNOW? IT 

CHARMING CITY? / BELONGS TO 

V. THE GLORIOUS 

^ P— T~ <1N6, SHEElA - A 

rj^l NIDHI. YOU’LL FIND** 
m - M IN HIS 









A 

FW ^ I 

1 

/V i|l 

Jr 

w 


1 v J 
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TALES OF NARADA 


r 



JUST THEN THE PRINCESS CAME ON THE SCENE. 



WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 
MAIDEN SHE 

l 




AS WAS THE CUSTOM, 5HR/MAT! 
BOWED TO THE SA6E. 


ARISE , 
DEAR CHILD. 
MAY YOU 
EVER BE 
HAPPY. 




SHE IS READY FOR 
MARRIAGE . I PLAN TO 
HOLD A SWAYAMVARA 
. FOR HER SOON. . 


YOUR DAUGHTER IS 
GODDESS LAXMI^INCAR¬ 
NATE . ONE NO LESS 
THAN HAR1 0 IN GLORY 
AND POWER, SHALL 
BE HER HUSBAND. 


* THE GODDESS OF FORTUNE, VISHNU'S CONSORT © V/SHNU 






























































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



IF I CAN GET THIS PRINCESS 
FOR A WIFE, THERE WILL BE 
NONE MORE FORTUNATE AND 




NARADA PRAYED FERVENTLY 
TO LORD V/SHNU. j- 


A T LAS^, /V hEN LORD V/SHNU 
APPEARED BEFORE HIM 


LORD, LET MV 
FACE RESEMBLE 
hARi'5.* 



* ANOTHER \AM£ FOR VfShNU 
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TALES OF NARADA 


WHEN NARADA MADE HtS 
REQUEST HE HAD FORGOT¬ 
TEN THAT THE WORD HAR! 
ALSO MEANT A MONKEY! 
AND HE COULD NOT SEE 


HIS OWN FACE. 




HE WENT TO THE SWAYAMVARA HALL FULL OF 
CONFIDENCE, SURE OF HiS V/CTQRV. 


7 WHO COULD THAT ^ 
:i STRAN6E CREATURE 3E ? 

A MAN WUH A MONKEY'S 


FACE! HA! HA* 


v '— 


AND WHAT 
DOES HE WANT 
I HERE ? THE HEART 
OF SHRIMATI, THE 
MOST BEAUTIFUL 
PRINCESS IN 
THE WORLD ?, 


\ * 


J W 





I HAVE The 

HONOUR OF WELCOMING 
N 0U, OUR ROYAL GUESTS, 

TO the swavamvara 

OF MY DAUGHTER SHRIMATI, 

SHE SHALL CHOOSE ONE. 

AMONG >CU AS HER HUSBAND, j 
-- 

* V 


vv 


>OUR CHOICE! 


vV'.ki 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



AHJ SHE’S 
COMING TOWARDS 
ME« 


WHAT A 

DIVINE 

BEAUTY! 


HARDLY NOTICING HIM, 5HR/MATJ WALKED ON. 





Lulu '■ 

N 1 

i >» 







M 

n 

i 

/ f ■ 



SOMEHOW SHE > 
DIDN’T SEE ME.I'LL 
CR05S OVER TO THE 
OTHER SIDE. 6HE 

WON’T MISS ME 
THEN. 


WHERE IS THE 
LORD OF MY HEAf 
WHY HASN’T HE 
^ COME? a 


/ WHO 1 

ALLOWED HIM IN? 
HE IS MAKING A 
NUISANCE OF I 
^ HIMSELF* 


* 


i ( iL* 

£,W 

rV V 1 

Prl 1 

% -1 

■ l > ^ 

# 1 i v AIa 

l » , w 

7^/r 

' [s f 

1 'V 

f\ . a I 

Awi 

l m 



- 

WLl'~ 

Qr'lfif 

Yt'i y r 


1 

r ^ 





h -U! 
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TALES OF NARADA 



VOU MUST BE LOOKING 
FOR ME, BEAUTIFUL 
. ONE. HERE / AM. 


FOR YOU ? 
HAf HA 1 . 


SHE IS, ^ 
MONKEY-FACc!| 
HA* HA* X 



MONKEY 

FACE? 


BUT STILL 
A MONKEY 
FACE. 


A VERY 
HANDSOME 

ONE.NO 
DOU3T* 



LORD VISHNU, MY 
BELOVED,WHY HAVEN’T 
YOU COME? YOU KNOW 
VOU ARE THE CHOSEN 
^ ONE. 


DO I REALLY HAVE THE 
FACE OF A MONKEY? 
ALL OF THEM CAN’T f 
BE WRONG. VISHNU {ft 
HAS DUPED ME. JJ/ 
I WISH HE WERE JR; 
HERE.I COULD |Tf/f 
HAVE ASKED HIM JK 
WHY. 
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THE NEXT MOMENT 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

TT 



BEFORE HE COULD COMPLETE H<5 
QUESTION, SHE!MATf HAD GARLANDED 

v/Shnu. 



SO THAT WAS IT! HE 
WANTED HER FOR HIM¬ 
SELF. ThE TRAITOR! 









i 


HE CHARGED FORWARD IN A RAGE. 

VOU PROMISED To\ MV DEAR NARADA, 
SIVE ME YOUR |YOU AREA SCHOLAR 

FACE AND GAVE ME yOF SANSKRIT.CON’T 
A MONKEY’S /YOU KNOW,HARl ALSO 
INSTEAD! WHY^XmEANS MONKEY ?YOU 

"DIDN’T SPECIFY 
WHICH HARI YOU 
L. MEANT. MM 



k \ r 

4 



H 


* A. 


\ s. J 







A 



1 





TALES OF NARADA 


AM I STUCK WITH 
THIS FACE FOR 
. EVER? x 


CAlM DOWN,NARADA, 
AND LOOK AROUND 
V \OU. ^2 


so HAS YOUR 
MONKEY- FACE 
NARADA. 


I DON’T UNDERSTAND! 
KING SHEELA NIDHI, 
5WRIMAT|,TH£ - 

princes — yfi 

WHERE ARE'THEY?/-M 
THEY’VE . , W 
VANISHED! v 


I AM GRATEFUL 
TO YOU, MY 
. LORD!YOU 
^ HAVE OPENED 


THERE WAS NO CITY, 

NO KING,NO 5WAYAMVARA 
IT WAS ALL AN ILLUSORY 
CREATION OF MINE TO 
HUMBLE YOUR PRIDE; 
BECAUSE VOU THOUGH T^Z 
YOU WERE ABOVE 
TEMPTATION! A i 


f 1 1 


l\\ l 

A iJ 





i/< A r 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




I KNOW 

WHAT it IS. ANY WAV 
LET ME HEAR IT 
. FROM YOU. > 


, / WELCOME, 

)/ 0 NARA DA ! WHAT 
V BRINGS YOU 
Av HERE ? > 


WHO IS THE GREATER DEVOTEE ? 


1 SlNG 

THE GLORY OF LORD 
VISHNU DAY AND NIGHT. 
WHO CAN BE A GREATER 
DEVOTEE than ME? I 
WONDER IF THE LORD 
^ hi MS ELF IS OF THE 
SAME OPINION. 


Uf t' jiff ^ 


HE WENT TO 

ytSHNU* 

j SALUTATIONS 
to YOU.MY 

L: 0 * 1 * 






LT 


HAV 


1 COME TO ASK 
YOU A 
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TALES OF NARADA 



| HAVE BEEN SINGING \IF THAT QUESTION IS 
YOUR GLORY ALL MY LIFE, TO BE ANSWERED,VOU 
EVERY MINUTE OF IT. MUST COME T< 

CAN THERE BE ANYONE /EARTH 
MORE DEVOTED TO /WITH ME. 

YOU THAN ME ? 


DISGUISED AS FARMERS, WSHNU 
AND NARADA CAME TO EARTH AT DUSK 
AND WALKED TOWARDS A HUT, 

OVER THERE, IN 
THAT HUT LIVES ONE 
OF MY GREATEST 

DEVOTEES! 

WHOSE 
DEVOTION 
IS DEEPER 

^HANMNE? a s' .... 

) WONDER! 


m 


r \ 

* 

V*59 


N«' • ‘ 



DOES HE THINK 
OF YOU ALL THE 
TIME AS I § 
DO? A\ 


HARI, HARI, 
GOVINIDA! 




























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 












WE WERE ON OUR 
WAY TO THE CITY. 
IT’LL SOON BE DARK 
AND the "OREST IS 

INFESTED WITH WIL 

ANIMALS. WE SEEK 
SHELTER FORA 
NI6HT. 


YOU ARE WELCOME 
STAY WITH ME, 
MY FRIENDS, AND 
PARTAKE OF WHAT 
EA6RE FARE I CAN 


W I AM GRATEFUL TO N 
7 GOD FOR GIVING ME 
THIS OPPORTUNITY 
A TO SERVE HIM.PRAISED 


BE HIS NAME! 




r THERE ARE TWO 
GUESTS IN THE 
HOUSE. PLEASE MAKE 
SOME EXTRA 
k CHAPATIS* ^ 


* UNLEAVENED BREAD 
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TALES OF NARADA 



NEVER MIND! > 
THE GUESTS MUST 
HAVE THEIR FILL. 
MAKE SOME GRUEL 
FOR THE 

w children. 






THIS IS ALL THE FLOUR 
I HAVE, AND THE CHILDREN 
ARE CLAMOURING FOR 
w MORE FOOD. jSt 


SOON AFTER THEY HAD FIN/5HED 
EAT/NO THE CHAPAT/S — \ - 





19 















































































































































































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




Aj A\D KA&ADA FtN SHED THAT TOO. THE FARMER AND H/'S FAMILY HAD 
O TO BED HUNGRY, r 




BECAUSE BY 
FEEDING A GUEST 
I AM FEEDIN6 
VISHNU HIMSELF. 



/i 


r Ir 4 

^ -■ 

1 
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TALES OF NARADA 



THE NEXT MORNINQ 


PRAISE BE TO HARI 
WHO SUSTAINS THE 
^ WORLD! . 


GOVINDA, HARIj HARI* 
LORD, MAY I ALWAYS 
HAVE FAITH IN YOU. 

I SEEK NOTHING . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




HOW OFTEN 
WOULD THAT 
v BE ? 


I REMEMBER H.S GLORIOUS 
NAME AS OFTEN AS MV 
WORK PERMITS. 
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TALES OF NARADA 



AFTER THEY HAD TAKEN LEAVE OF THE FARMER 


HE THINKS OP VOU AT 
NIGHT, IN THE MORNING AND 
A FEW TIMES IN BETWEEN. 
WHILE I THINK OF VOU ALL 
THE TIME. AND VET VOU 
CALL HIM ONE OF YOUR 
GREATEST DEVOTEES! 








VISHNU GAVE NARADA A VESSEL FILLED 
TO THE BRIM WITH OIL . 


BALANCE THIS VESSEL 
ON YOUR HEAD, WALK 
ROUND THAT HILL AND 
COME BACK HERE WITH¬ 
OUT SPILLING A DROP 
OF THE OIL. 






IT WON’T BE EASY, 3UT 
WITH VOUR GRACE !S 
THERE ANYTHING 
THAT CANNOT BE 
ACCOMPLISHED?’ 




















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






AH! ah* THAT WAS A CLOSE 
call! HAD I SLIPPED, THE 
OIL WOULD HAVE SPILT. | 
MUST SE MORE CAREFUL. 


WHEN NA RADA SUCCESSFULLY COMPLET¬ 



ED THE ROUND 


x NOT ONCE, I’M 
YOU’RE BACK. SOOD! \ AFRAID. HOW 


BUT TELL ME HOW MANY 
TIMES DID YOU REMEM- 




COULD I? 
ALL MY ATTEN¬ 
TION WAS FIX- 
ON THE OIL 
THE VESSEL! 





THAT FARMER HAS HARD 
WORK TO DO. YET HE 
REMEMBERS ME —AT 
LEAST A FEW TIMES. 
WHILE YOU COULD NOT 
REMEMBER ME 
EVEN ONCE! 


I CONCEDE IT, 

MY LORD. THOSE WHO 
REMEMBER YOU AMIDST 

WORLDLY CARES ARE 
WITHOUT DOUBT YOUR 
GREATEST devotees. 









TALES OF NARADA 



THE CELESTIAL SAGE, NARADA, ONCE CAME TO DM'ARANA, TO SEE LORD KR/SHNA 


WELCOME , NARADA. 
WHAT BRINGS YOU 
w HERE? > 


KRISHNA, 

I WANT TO KNOW 
WHAT MAYA* ISP 
CAN YOU 
^ EXPLAIN? . 


r NARADA, MAYA > 
CAN’T BE EXPLAINED. 
IT HAS TO BE EXPERI 
enced,to BE UNDER 
STOOD. COME 
V WITH ME. 


BOTH KRISHNA AND 
NARADA LEFT DWARAKA 


ILLUSION 


























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


...^ND KEPT WALK VS r !LL THE V CAME TO A DESERT. 


WHERE ARE WE GOING? 
HOW CAN I EXPERIENCE j 
MAYA IN A DESERT, 
KRISHNA? 



AFTER THEY HAD WALKED A GOOD DISTANCE , KRISHNA SUDDENLY STOPPED. 





I CAN’T WALK ANY 
FURTHER, NARADA. MY 

THROAT IS PARCHED . 
TAKE THIS • • - AND 
FETCH ME • •• SOME* •• 
WATER. 


NARADA WENT IN SEARCH 0- WATER, 
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TALES OF NARADA 





ADY, WILL YOU GIVE ME 
SOME WATER TO 
QUENCH MY THIRST? 


MEANS, 

SIR. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



MASADA ?0L 


ifil 



rvf OAM SEL • • • 




TO HE!? HOUSE 


ARE YOU 
THE MASTER OF 
THIS HOUSE? 


NOT ONLY OF 
) THIS HOUSE 8UT ALSO 
OF THE ENTIRE VILLAGE 

WHAT DO YOU WANT, 
►v STRANGER? a 


m-S ■ % 


kf i— — — I i 



/W a 


f 1 


f _ _ w 






pi^i 


\ 


I SEEK THE HAND OF 
YOUR DAUGHTER. 


W 



WHY NOT? 

YOU LOOK YOUNG, 

healthy and 

Strong. But. .. the 

MAN WHO MARRIES MY 
DAUGHTER MUST STAY 
IN THIS VILLAGE. IN 

k “ IIS HOUSE. 


^ ^ la 


»l 








4 % 



TALES OF NARADA 



the MARRIAGE soon took place, 



NARADA WAS BLESSED WITH FOUR CHILDREN. 



29 
































































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


WHEN N*RADA ft 15 A' 1 ' THE FE1/C 0- * v 
QUCCESS* DISASTER Cl VE IN THE FORM 
qz CYCLONIC HVA D5* RAiN AND FLOODS. 


VMM 


NARAD A D U r HIS FAMILY INTO A 30AT 

AND T R/ED TQ KEEP AFLOAT,\ ON THE 
SWIRLING WATERS. 




BUT THE BOAT CAPSIZED. A ARADA 


IN VAiN TO SAVE H/S W/FE AND CHILDREN. 



TALES OF NARADA 



SUDDENLY. he HEARD A VOICE. 



NARADA. I AN THIRSTY. 

J 

WHERE IS THE 
WATER? 






I AM GRATEFUL TO YOU 

FOR enlightening ME 

KRISHNA. LIFE ITSELF 
IS AN ILLUSION 
FROM WHICH !T IS 
DIFFICULT TO ESCAP 
ONLY WITH YOUR 
GRACE CAN THIS 
ILLUSION BE 
CONQUERED! 





























































































































































